
PFAS Test Kit
A Step-by-Step Guide

Getting Started

STEP 1

Prepare the Faucet

STEP 2

Collect the Water Sample

STEP 3

Label Your Sample Bottle

STEP 4

Complete the Sample Data Sheet

STEP 5

Complete the Sample Data Sheet fully and
legibly.

Include your name, address, phone, email, and 
sample location details.

Select your preferred turnaround time and 
reporting method.

Include payment information as required.
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Test your home’s drinking water for the presence of PFAS, per- and polyfluoroalkyl 
substances, a group of man-made “forever chemicals” linked to serious health risks.
EMSL’s easy-to-use PFAS Test Kit includes everything needed to safely collect a water sample 
and send it to our accredited laboratory for analysis. Follow the simple steps below. No special 
tools or training required.

Receive Your Lab Results

STEP 7

Put on the gloves provided in your kit before 
handling any components.

Select a cold water tap that has not been 
used for at least 6 hours. Morning collections 
work best.

Wipe the faucet clean. Do not remove the 
aerator.

Run the cold water for at least 5 minutes to 
flush the line before collecting.

Do not use hot water. Do not touch 
the inside of the bottle or cap at any 
point during collection.

1

Detected Not Detected

You Will Need
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Pen or markerA timer or clockAccess to a clean
cold water faucet

Hold the collection bottle directly under the 
running cold water.
Fill slowly to avoid splashing or turbulence.

Fill completely to the indicated fill line. Do 
not overfill.

Cap immediately without touching the inside 
of the lid or bottle.

Do not pre-rinse the bottle. Do not 
substitute another container. The 
provided bottle is certified clean and 
PFAS-free for accurate results.

Incomplete forms may delay processing 
and reporting.

Unpack your EMSL PFAS Test Kit and confirm 
all components are present.

Read the instruction card completely before 
collecting your sample.

PFAS water sampling requires more care than 
standard water tests. Follow each step closely 
to avoid contamination and ensure accurate 
results.

Sample number (if submitting more than one)
Collection location (e.g., “Kitchen Sink”)
Date of collection

Using a permanent marker, label the bottle with:

Label the bottle before placing it in the 
return envelope to avoid confusion or 

smearing.

Your results will be delivered by email or mail 
depending on the method selected on the 
data sheet.

The lab report will identify which PFAS 
compounds, if any, were detected and at 
what concentrations.

Results are compared against EPA maximum 
contaminant levels (MCLs) to indicate whether 
levels exceed federal safety standards.

If elevated levels are detected, consult a water 
quality or environmental professional for
guidance on next steps.

WHY EMSL:  EMSL’s PFAS analysis uses EPA-approved methods 537, 537.1, 533, and Modified 1633. 
Testing covers the most common PFAS compounds including PFOA, PFOS, and GenX

Package & Ship Your Sample

STEP 6

Ship your sample as soon as possible 
after collection. Do not leave the 
sample sitting at room temperature for 
extended periods before mailing.

Place the sealed, labeled bottle and completed 
data sheet into the pre-labeled return envelope.

Seal securely and mail to EMSL promptly after 
collection.

Bottle filled, capped, and labeled
Data sheet completed
Turnaround time selected
Envelope sealed and mailed
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John Doe

123 Doe Drive
Doeville

123-456-7890
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