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Vermiculite Attic Insulation Test Kit
A Step-by-Step Guide

Getting Started

STEP 1

Identify & Prepare the Sampling Area

STEP 2

Collect the Sample

STEP 3

Label Your Sample Bag

STEP 4

Complete the Sample Data Sheet

STEP 5

Carefully open your EMSL Test Kit.
Inside you'll find:

Instruction Card
Disposable Gloves
Sample Collection Bag
Pre-Labeled Return Envelope
Sample Data Sheet

You will need to provide your own:
Dust mask
Flat surface or newspaper

Package & Ship Your Sample

STEP 6
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Test your attic’s vermiculite insulation for the possible presence of asbestos.
EMSL's easy-to-use kit includes everything needed to collect a sample safely and send it to 
our accredited lab for expert analysis. Simply follow the instructions below to safely collect 
your sample and send it in for accredited lab analysis. No special tools or training needed.

Double-check that your sample bag is sealed 
and labeled.
Make sure the Sample Data Sheet is fully 
filled out.
Place both into the pre-labeled return envelope 
and seal it securely.
Mail the sample to EMSL for analysis.

Fill out the Sample Data Sheet fully and legibly.
Be sure to include your contact details so we 
can send your results.
Refer to the instruction card in your kit for
turnaround time options and pricing, if applicable.
If payment is required, follow instructions 
included in your kit.

Use a permanent marker to write directly 
on the bag.
Include the sample number (if more than one), 
location, and collection date.
Do this before placing the bag into the return 
envelope to avoid confusion or smearing.

Receive Your Lab Results

STEP 7

Your results will be delivered by email or mail 
depending on what you selected.
Reports clearly indicate whether asbestos was 
found in the insulation sample.
Turnaround time depends on the service level 
you chose.

If you have questions about your report, contact 
EMSL using the info below.

With gloves on, scoop approximately 1 cup of 
vermiculite from a few spots within the same 
general area.
Scoop from below the surface layer when 
possible to get a representative sample.
Carefully place the sample into the provided 
zip bag and seal it tightly.

1.

2.

3.

Avoid compressing the sample.

Choose a spot in your attic or crawlspace with 
dry, undisturbed vermiculite.
Lay down newspaper or another surface to 
catch debris.
Put on the disposable gloves provided in your kit.

Avoid disturbing the insulation more 
than necessary to prevent releasing 
particles into the air. Wear a dust 
mask to reduce the chance of inhaling 
airborne particles.

If possible, collect your sample during 
dry weather and in daylight hours for 
best visibility.
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