
Lead in Water Test Kit
A Step-by-Step Guide

Getting Started

STEP 1

Prepare the Faucet

STEP 2

Collect the Sample

STEP 3

Label Your Sample Vial

STEP 4

Complete the Sample Data Sheet

STEP 5

Sample Number (if submitting more than one)
Location (e.g. “Kitchen Sink”)
Date of Collection

Label your vial with:

Use a permanent marker for legibility.

Before mailing, double-check:

Then:

Final Checklist:

Sample vial is sealed and labeled
Data sheet is completed

Place both into the pre-labeled return envelope
Seal the envelope securely
Drop it into any USPS mailbox or deliver to 
your local post office

Vial is sealed and labeled
Data sheet is complete
Both items are packed in envelope

Name and contact info
Sample location and date
Turnaround time requested (refer to instruction 
card for options)
Payment method or confirmation if required

Fill in the Sample Data Sheet completely. 
Include:

Package & Ship Your Sample

STEP 6

200 Route 130 North, Cinnaminson, NJ 08077

East Coast: 800-220-3675       West Coast: 866-798-1089

info@emsl.com

©2026 EMSL Analytical, Inc.Keep Out of Reach of Children and Pets

Test your home’s drinking water for the presence of lead, a harmful contaminant 
that may pose serious health risks, especially for children and pregnant women.
EMSL’s easy-to-use kit includes everything needed to collect a water sample safely and send it 
to our accredited lab for expert lead analysis. Follow the simple steps below. No special tools 
or training required.

Receive Your Lab Results

STEP 7

Whether lead was detected
The level of lead present (if any)
Whether levels exceed EPA safety standards

You’ll receive results via email or mail, depend-
ing on your selected option.
Results will show:

Contact EMSL with any questions or concerns 
about your report.

Put on the gloves provided
Wipe the faucet clean
Leave aerator in place (do not remove 
unless instructed)
Run the cold water for exactly 2 minutes

Choose a cold water tap that hasn’t been used 
for at least 6 hours.

Morning collections work best.

Then:

Avoid areas with recent touch-ups or glossy 
repaint jobs.

Look for cracked, peeling, or chipping paint.

Use only cold water. Do not touch 
the inside of the vial or cap.
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You Will Need

Unpack your Lead in Water Test Kit and 
confirm you have the following:

Instruction Card
Disposable Gloves
Sterile water collection vial
Sample Data Sheet
Pre-labeled Return Envelope

Paper towels (Optional)A timer or clockAccess to a clean
cold water faucet

After the 2-minute flush:

Hold the sterile vial directly under the running 
cold water
Fill only to the marked fill line. Do not overfill
Seal tightly without touching the inside of the 
lid or vial

Do not pre-rinse the vial or substitute 
another container.
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