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Drinking Water Test Kit
A Step-by-Step Guide

Getting Started

STEP 1

Prepare the Collection Site

STEP 2

Collect the Sample

STEP 3

Label Your Sample Vial

STEP 4

Complete the Sample Data Sheet

STEP 5

Hold the sterile vial under the stream of 
cold water
Fill up to the indicated fill line. Do not overfill
Tightly seal the cap without touching the 
inside of the lid or vial

After 2 minutes of flushing:

Sample number (if submitting more than one)
Sample location
Date of collection

Use a permanent marker to clearly label 
the vial. Include:

The vial is sealed and labeled
The data sheet is completed

Double-check that:

Vial is sealed and labeled
Data sheet is completed
Both items are inside the envelope

Final Checklist Before Mailing:

Place both items into the pre-labeled return 
envelope
Seal securely
Drop it in your mailbox or take it to your local 
post office

Then:

Include your name and contact info
Indicate where and when the sample was 
collected
Select turnaround time (refer to instruction 
card for options)
If payment is required, follow the payment 
instructions in your kit

Fill out your sample data sheet clearly and 
completely.

Start by opening your EMSL Water Test Kit 
on a clean, flat surface. Check that your kit 
includes:

Instruction Card
Disposable Gloves
Sterile water collection vial
Sample Data Sheet
Pre-labeled Return Envelope

Package & Ship Your Sample

STEP 6
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Test your home’s drinking water for potential contamination or harmful elements.
EMSL’s easy-to-use kit includes everything needed to collect a water sample safely and send 
it to our accredited lab for expert analysis. Simply follow the steps below. No special tools or 
training needed.

Receive Your Lab Results

STEP 7

Whether contaminants were detected
Levels found vs. safety thresholds
Any health risk notes, where applicable

Your lab results will be delivered via email or 
mail, depending on your preference.
Reports will clearly list:

If you have questions, contact EMSL using the 
details below.

Turnaround time depends on the service level 
you selected.

Do not rinse or pre-fill the vial. Use 
only the vial provided.

Choose a cold water faucet that hasn’t been 
used for at least 6 hours (morning collections 
are ideal).

Wipe the faucet clean
Do not remove aerator unless instructed
Turn on the cold water and let it run for 2 
minutes before collecting the sample

Put on the disposable gloves provided.
Then:

Do not use hot water. Do not touch 
the inside of the vial or cap.
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You Will Need

Paper towels (Optional)A timer or clockAccess to a clean
cold water faucet


