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Chinese Drywall Test Kit
A Step-by-Step Guide

Getting Started

STEP 1

Identify a Sampling Location

STEP 2

Cut and Collect the Sample

STEP 3

Label and Package Your Sample

STEP 4

Submit to EMSL for Testing

STEP 5

Carefully open your EMSL Test Kit.
Inside you'll find:

Data Sheet
Return envelope
Instructions

You will need to provide your own:
Utility knife or drywall saw
Ziploc bag
Protective gloves (recommended)

Choose a section of gypsum wallboard (drywall) 
in a room where suspect drywall is installed.
Look for signs of:

Blackened or burned-looking copper pipes
or tubing
Corroded ground wires behind switch/
outlet covers
De-silvering mirrors or pitted metal fixtures
Visible 'CHINA' label on the reverse of
wallboard

Mail the envelope to EMSL Analytical for 
accredited laboratory analysis. Be sure to:

Include completed Data Sheet
Select turnaround time and provide 
payment info if required
Keep a copy of your sample info for 
your records.

On the outside of the bag, clearly write:
Sample number
Location (e.g., living room wall)

Clearly label the outside of the Ziploc bag before 
placing the sample inside the return envelope.

Insert the labeled sample and completed Data 
Sheet into the provided return envelope.

Ensure there are no live electrical wires 
behind the selected section.
Use a utility knife, drywall saw, or hole saw to 
cut a 2" x 2" full-thickness piece of drywall.
Place the sample in a clean Ziploc bag.

1.

2.

3.

Receive Your Results

STEP 6

200 Route 130 North, Cinnaminson, NJ 08077

East Coast: 800-220-3675       West Coast: 866-798-1089

info@emsl.com
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Use this guide to collect a gypsum drywall sample from your home using EMSL’s Chinese 
Drywall Test Kit. Follow these step-by-step instructions carefully to test for elemental sulfur 
and related signs of defective drywall. Lab analysis includes confirmation of sulfur-based 
gases which may contribute to copper corrosion or HVAC failure.

Your results will be sent to you by email or mail 
based on your preferences indicated on the form.

You’ll receive confirmation whether your sample 
tested positive for elemental sulfur linked to
defective Chinese drywall.
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