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Use this guide to collect a dust sample from your home using EMSL’s Bed Bug Test Kit. 
Follow these step-by-step instructions carefully to test for microscopic signs of bed 
bug activity, such as shed skins, fecal matter, and other residue, with EMSL’s accredited 
laboratory analysis.

Bed Bug Dust Sampling with Your EMSL Test Kit

Identify a Sampling Area

STEP 2
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What’s Included in Your EMSL Kit
Red vacuum dust collection device
(with white filter inside)
Chain of Custody (COC) / Data Sheet
Prepaid return envelope

What You’ll Need from Home
Household or handheld vacuum with hose attachment
Timer or stopwatch 

Seal & Package Your Sample
Place the entire red dust collector (with dust and 
filter tube still inside) into a small resealable bag 
(Ziploc or similar).

1.

Seal the bag securely.2.
Place the sealed bag into the prepaid return 
envelope along with the completed data sheet.

3.

Complete The Paperwork

Be sure to include the filter number (if labeled) and 
any notes about the area tested.

Fill out the Chain of Custody / Data Sheet completely.
Include: Name, contact info, sample location, 
date of collection.
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Turn on the vacuum and gently run the nozzle over the selected 
area for a few minutes. Ensure even, thorough coverage.

Once complete, remove and 
securely cap the filter tube.

Collect the Sample

STEP 3

Remove the red dust 
collection device from 

the packaging.

Insert the white filter tube into 
the dust collector through the 

angled end until secure.

Attach the dust collector 
to the vacuum hose or 

extension.

Choose an area where dust naturally collects in or 
around a suspected infestation. Common options 
include:

Mattress seams
Bed frames
Floorboards near the bed
Under furniture
Cracks or crevices in walls

Choose Your Sampling Area

How to Collect the Sample

Drop the prepaid return envelope off at your nearest 
mailbox or carrier.

Mail to EMSL Analytical for testing.

Ship your sample promptly after collection to maintain 
sample integrity and avoid processing delays.

Mail Your Sample

You’ll receive a detailed lab report by email, confirming 
whether any microscopic evidence of bed bug activity 
was detected. Results are typically available within a few 
business days after the lab receives your sample.

Get Your Results

On the outside of the red dust collector, clearly write:
Sample number
Location sampled (e.g., “under mattress” or 
“floorboard, master bedroom”)

Label Your Sample


