
Allergens Test Kit
A Step-by-Step Guide

Prepare Your Sampling Area

Use this guide to collect a dust sample from your home using EMSL’s 
Allergens Test Kit. Follow these instructions carefully for the most 
accurate lab analysis of common indoor allergens.

Allergen Dust Sampling with Your EMSL Test Kit

Gather Your Equipment

Collect the Sample

Assemble the Dust Collector

Seal & Package Your Sample

Complete the Paperwork

Be sure to include the filter number (if labeled) and 
any notes about the area tested.

Ship Your Sample

Remove the red dust 
collection device from 

the packaging.

Insert the white filter tube into 
the dust collector through the 

angled end until secure.

Attach the dust collector 
to the vacuum hose or 

extension.
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This kit is designed for detecting allergens such as dog, cat, cockroach, 
dust mite, rat, and mouse.

Do not reuse the test kit.

Questions? Contact EMSL at 800.220.3675

Choose a frequently used area in the home, such as 
a bedroom, living room, or common area where pets 
or people gather.
Ensure the area has been undisturbed for at least 
24 hours before testing to allow dust to settle.
Close windows and doors, and turn off fans or 
air purifiers.
Keep children and pets away from the sampling area.

STEP 2

STEP 4

STEP 3

STEP 5

STEP 6

Fill out the Chain of Custody / Data Sheet completely.

STEP 7

Drop the prepaid return envelope off at your nearest 
mailbox or carrier.
Ship your sample promptly after collection to maintain 
sample integrity and avoid processing delays.

What’s Included in Your EMSL Kit:
Red vacuum dust collection device
(with white filter inside)
Chain of Custody (COC) / Data Sheet
Prepaid return envelope

What You’ll Need from Home:
Household or handheld vacuum with hose attachment
Timer or stopwatch (for 30-second intervals)

Identify 4 different areas within the sampling zone 
(e.g., 4 quadrants of a room or upholstery/floor 
combinations).

1.

Vacuum each of the 4 areas for 30 seconds each using 
slow overlapping strokes.

2.

Total vacuuming time should be 2 minutes, covering 
about 1 square meter.

3.

After sampling, check the filter inside the red collector 
to ensure it is at least halfway filled with dust.

4.

If the filter is not at least half full, return to additional 
areas and continue sampling until enough dust has 
been collected.

5.

Once sufficient dust is collected, detach the entire red 
collector from the vacuum hose (do not remove the 
filter from the collector).

6.

Place the entire red filter collector (with dust and filter 
tube still inside) into a small resealable bag (Ziploc or 
similar).

1.

Seal the bag securely.2.
Place the sealed bag into the prepaid return envelope 
along with the completed data sheet.

3.

Include: Name, contact info, sample location, 
date of collection.
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